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Nobody Doesn't Like ‘Em

By Browser Bob Knack

When | was growing up we had this famous bakery
making cheesecakes in Chicago called Sara Lee, The
baker named his business after his young daughter. As |
recall, they were pretty good cheesecakes but what I
remember most was the singing jingle they used on their
radio commercials that went “Everybody doesn’t like
something, but nobody doesn'’t like Sara Lee.” Outside of
driving a few English teachers’ nuts, it was a very effective
ad campaign. | was thinking that idea also applies to a few
purveyors of OKOM (Our Kind Of Music).

Now just being very famous doesn’t always qualify
an artist for total affection. Benny Goodman, although
known as the King of Swing, was also known by some to be
a stingy and stubborn bandleader. Frank Sinatra, while
loved by many, certainly had his detractors. It has been
said that his former mob buddies at one time actually put a
contract out on him. It was not the kind of “hit” Frankie was
hoping for. Artie Shaw also had his critics, among them
quite a few ex-wives. But there are a handful of artists who
get my vote in the “Nobody Doesn’t Like ‘Em” competition.

Over the years, I've known people of all ages and
walks of life who were admirers of the four harmonizers
known as the Mills Brothers. Originally they were John,
Herbert, Harry and Donald. The first big record they had
was “Dinah,” recorded with Big Crosby with the brothers
mimicking a number of musical instruments with their
voices. Most who heard the record thought the boys were
backed by a combo but it was only a guitar. Everyone |
know loves their impressive string of hits over the years
such as “Paper Doll” (1943), “You Always Hurt the One You
Love” (1944), and “Across The Alley From The Alamo”
(1947). “Glow Worm” (1952) was their last number one hit
and a great tune you never hear anymore is their 1968 disc
of “Cab Driver;” the Mills Brothers last big record. They
entertained for many decades and on a business trip circa
1980 in San Francisco, | had the pleasure of hearing them
live for the one and only time at my hotel, The Fairmont.

I own many Nat “King” Cole records and it was at a
very young age that | first began to admire those great
pipes. The only time I've heard of Nat causing any
controversy was when he switched from being primarily a
jazz pianist to strictly a pop vocalist. He was just about the
only one of that cavalcade of singers who became
immensely popular starting in the late 40’s who didn’t come
out of a big band. It was Johnny Mercer who brought Cole
to the fledgling Capital Records to record his first big vocal
hit, “Straighten-Up and Fly Right” (1944). Over the next two
decades, Cole had dozens of charting singles and albums.

Just a few of those were, “The Christmas Song” and (I Love
You) For Sentimental Reasons (1946), “Mona Lisa (1950),
“Too Young” (1951), and Unforgettable (1952). Later, he hit
with the country music oriented "Ramblin’ Rose" in 1962.
Finally, one of my favorites was "Those Lazy-Hazy-Crazy
Days of Summer" in 1963, his last top ten record. That hit
guaranteed that we will forever be enjoying that wonderful
Nat “King” Cole voice on the radio every winter (Christmas
Song) as well as every summer.

I've never heard a bad word said about Bill Basie;
neither from the listening public nor the musicians who
worked for him. Basie may be the answer to the trivia
question of “What big band leader had the most
nicknames?” “Count,” “The Kid from Red Bank,” “Splanky,”
and “Captain Bill” are the ones I've heard. He led his big
band almost nonstop from 1935 up to his death in 1984.
The Count Basie Orchestra is one of the few ghost bands
still working today with leaders over time, Thad Jones,
Frank Foster, Grover Mitchell and currently Dennis Mackrel,
who incidentally was the last side man Basie himself hired.
Basie was not a prodigious piano soloist. His rhythm
guitarist over all those years, Freddie Green, was his left
hand. Once | heard another of Count’'s sidemen say “Come
to think of it, he didn’t play much with his right hand either!”
My Basie bin is bursting with all eras of the Count’s music.
Some of my favorite Basie records, however, came later in
the 1960’s when he made records on the pop oriented
Reprise label, (A couple great ones backing Sinatra) and
after on the Pablo label with more Jazz oriented things like
Basie at Montreux. Everybody loves that “Kid From Red
Bank.”

Probably, though, the most universally admired
artist of all is Glenn Miller. | could be wrong, but his music
today probably sells better that it did back then. | don’t have
to list all of his hit records here because even the most
casual big band fan already is well aware of them. May |
remind you, however, that all those hits were racked up in a
band-leading career of just over three years from 1939 to
1942. It has been speculated about what Miller might have
done had he not died so young. Artie Shaw perhaps
jealously speculated that Miller would have become simply
another Lawrence Welk cranking out pop tunes of the day.
There certainly would have been, ala Welk, a weekly
television show in his future. We’'ll never know for sure.

So those are just four of my suggestions of artists
who like those Sara Lee cheesecakes “Nobody Doesn’t
Like”. I'll throw it open now to the Great Escape readers.
Have you any other nominations?


http://www.dixieswing.com/

Swing and Sweat with Charlie Barnett

By Browser Joe Carlton

Charlie Barnett and Billy May teamed up to make a
recording entitled "The Wrong Idea". It was a takeoff of the
music of Sammy Kaye, whose musical style was quite a bit
different than that of Charlie's. In fact, Barnett's recording
was a musical indictment of Sammy's style.

If you remember, Sammy Kaye's slogan was
"Swing and Sway With Sammy Kaye". "The Wrong Idea"
had a vocal by "Slappy Harris" who in reality was actually
Billy May, who with Charie, had written the song. Instead of
"Swing and...." Billy used the words "Swing and Sweat with
Charlie Barnett".

Since both Barnett and Kaye were on the same
label, Charlie's rendition was not issued until years later.
However, Sammy knew of Charlie's song and it is said,
didn't speak to Charlie for ten years!! If you haven't heard
this song, make an effort to hear it as it is absolutely
hilarious.

Yet Another Challenging Quiz

by Browser Joe Carlton
Questions

I. Claude Thornhil's famous theme song is entitled
"Snowfall". Doris Day made a vocal recording of it. Who
wrote the lyric to this lovely song?

2. Roy Eldridge made a recording of a song entitled "Lady
Day" which is a tribute to a famous singer. Roy's favorite
singers both had their last names end with the word "day"
Who were they?

3. "He Wears A Pair Of Silver Wings" was recorded by Kay
Kyser and oddly enough, Harry Babbitt did the vocal. What
girl vocalists also recorded this World War Il song?

4. Bob Croshby once sang with the Dorsey Brothers band in
the 1930s. When he left this band to form his own, who
replaced him as vocalist with the Dorseys?

5. "I've Got You Under My Skin" was recorded by many
bands. This Cole Porter song made the Hit Parade eight
times. What other Cole Porter hit sold three times as many
records as "Skin" but never made the Hit Parade?

6. Bing Crosby introduced Irving Berlin's "Be Careful It's My
Heart" in a movie. What other hit song was in the same
move? What was the movie's name?

7. Spike Jones was a zany performer. What was his given
name?

8. Years ago the hit song "A Little Bit South Of North
Carolina" was published. What other songs can you
remember whose title named places like "a little bit
south...."?

9. Johnny Mercer wrote "Dream”. What other one word
songs titles did he write?

10."Body and Soul" was a real good torch song with a
wonderful lyric. Who had the biggest selling record of this
song?

Land of Linkin’...When you’re done here,
some other good places to visit.

llliana Jazz Club http://www.illianajazz.com for concert
info: 708-672-3561 -or- 708-425-4596 -or- 219-923-6775

Held at the Glendora Ballroom 10225 S. Harlem Ave.,
Chicago Ridge, IL.

The St. Louis Jazz Club: www.stlouisJazzclub.org

Jazzlives: Michael Steinman’s outstanding Jazz blog.

Friends of Big Band Jazz — Mike Vax and the swinging bands
of today.

www.bigbandlibrary.com Christopher Popa’s up-to-date and
informative band site. This is one of the most comprehensive
big band sites you can visit!

A YouTube tribute to our own Buddy Hughes, Browser and
voclalist with Jimmy Dorsey, Gene Krupa, and Claude
Thornhill. Please give this a viewing!

Swing Band for Rent...
Ted Butterman’s Neo-Passé Swing
Band

Pictured from left: Russ Phillips, Ted Butterman, Scott Black and

Eric Schneider
Specializing in swing music of the 30s and 40s, ala Benny
Goodman the group is versatile and their repertoire reaches back
to the 20s and onward to the 50s, 60s, and some later, excluding
rock.
The band performs at any kind of function limited only by your
imagination. This includes picnics, Bar-B-Qs, pool parties, Mardi
Gras, conventions and wedding receptions. The band consists of
piano, bass, drums, rhythm guitar and features a variety of horn
players on different occasions including reed players, trumpets,
trombones, vibes, and other instrumentalists from time to time.
Expect guest artists to sit in occasionally!

To book the Neo-Passé contact Ted at

TBBands@dixieswing.com
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Letters E-Mails, Errata, Etc.

Hi Bob,
Another superb issue of “The Great Escape.”

A few notes:

Milt Bernhart’'s comments on Frank Sinatra and Axel Stordahl
are surprising. Axel, of course, was very prominent in Sinatra’s
recording career with Columbia in the ‘40s. When Frank
signed with Capitol in 1953, the record company wanted
immediately to pair him up with the up and coming Nelson
Riddle. But, according to Capitol vice president Alan
Livingston, Frank came in and said he wanted to work with
Axel Stordahl. “I can’t leave Axel. I've got to work with him.”
That is quite contrary to Bernhart's statement that “from around
1951 on, Sinatra never so much as spoke Stordahl's name.”
As a compromise, Capitol agreed to a new Sinatra/Stordahl
session, but if the records didn’t sell, they would record with
Riddle. Nothing happened with the Stordahl recordings from
April 2, 1953 of “Lean Baby” and “’I’'m Walking Behind You”and
the rest, as we say, is history. But, whatever caused the rift
between Sinatra and Stordahl, alluded to by Bernhart,
obviously came sometime after Frank signed with Capitol.
Frank went back to the studio on April 30 with Nelson Riddle,
recorded “I've Got The World On A String” and “Don’t Worry
‘Bout Me” and set the stage for his tremendous comeback and
a lasting collaboration with Riddle. As an aside, two additional
tunes were recorded on April 30, but in the Billy May style as
he was Capitol’s hot bandleader of the period. “South of the
Border” and “I Love You” were even issued as being
accompanied by Billy May and his Orchestra and succeeded in
fooling both the public and the musicians on the recording date
who were convinced that May wrote the arrangements. In fact,
it was Riddle just copying the May style. As to the Browsers
quiz asking to name bands where the leader had a brother in
the band, the obvious omission in the answer was Guy
Lombardo who had three brothers: Carmen, Lebert and Victor
as part of the Royal Canadians.

Joe Carlton’s article about favorite love songs refers to
Stardust as being “most popularly [recorded] by Tommy
Dorsey with that ever present Frankie on the vocal along with
the Pied Pipers with Jo Stafford.” Interestingly, it was Isham
Jones May 16, 1930 recording that became a #1 hit. Bing
Croshy followed with another hit version in 1931. Tommy
Dorsey had a #8 hit version with Edythe Wright on vocal in
1936 before hitting the charts again (#7)in 1941 with his
updated version referred to by Joe. But the best known
version from the Swing Era is Artie Shaw's instrumental
rendition, also from 1941, featuring Jack Jenney and Billy
Butterfield. That reached #2 on the Billboard charts. In 1961,
Sinatra recorded a version including just the verse. But it was
composer Hoagy Carmichael's original 1927 recording of the
song that was one of 50 recordings chosen by the Library of
Congress to be added to the National Recording Registry.

-Perry Huntoon

"I really enjoyed Joe Carlton's article (on special songs)
although he missed one of the best of all songs -- "I'll Be
Seeing You" --our special song. Even though | forget lots of
stuff these days, | can sing it all with no trouble."

Mary Ellen Liem
Pensacola, FL

Their 30" Season at the Ballpark!

The Cubs Dixieland Band has been

playing to packed houses at the ‘friendly confines’ of Wrigley
Field for over a quarter of a century, the major league’s
longest-running baseball band. Our foot-tapping aggregation
consists of trumpet, trombone (or tenor sax), clarinet, banjo,
and tuba. We have appeared on TV hundreds of times over the
years on many local and nationally broadcast programs.

Now Chicago’s most listened to Jazz band can light-up
your next happening! The band performs at any kind of
function, limited only by your imagination, including picnics,
Bar-B-Qs, pool parties, Mardi Gras, conventions and wedding
receptions. We have even performed at five funerals. We
appear in Cubs uniform unless otherwise specified.

Book the band for your next event! Bring the excitement of
Wrigley Field musically to your event.

NEWS:Ted reports that the Cubs band is now in great demand
for wedding receptions. Just think the bride can now throw out
her bouquet and the first pitch at the same time!

To book the Cubs band contact Ted at TBBands@aol.com or
call 847-255-6448 for details.

E-mail the Browsers at
theBrowsers@wjjgam1530.com

Recommended Chicagoland Happenings...
“The Browsers”, experts in the big band era, meet the
last Friday of every month @ 6:30 PM “for pizza, beer and
good conversation”. Dues are six dollars and include a share of
the pizza. Details subject to change. Email me
bobknack@hotmail.com to be put on list.

Disc Jockey “Rowdy” Ron Richter plays big band and jazz the
first Sunday of every month at Gusto Italiano Ristorante, 1470
Waukegan Road, Glenview, IL 60025 Tel: (847) 729-5444 Fax:
(847) 729-5447 4:00 PM - ? Attendees are invited to bring a
favorite CD to play and comment on. Call ahead. Details
subject to change. Also, Ron is now back as a regular Friday
and Saturday night feature at that restaurant, spinning your
favorites.
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The End of the World Is Coming (Maybe)

A TV evangelist, Harold Camping, has predicted
the end of the world. That got me to thinking, if the end was
coming, what would be the last five or so records you would
play. These aren’t desert island discs; you only get one last
chance to hear ‘em. A few of our friends responded:

Hi Bob,
End of the world records... Tough call...

Probably Sinatra At The Sands with Basie. Some Acapella
Russian Choir and some Classical Symphonic Orchestral.

Like Sinatra would semi-kiddingly say, "May you live a
hundred years... And the last voice you hear be MINE!"

-Walt Andrus
| could name many but here are five:

Happiness is Just a Thing Called Joe--Carol Kidd
A Ship Without a Sail--Lee Wiley
Winter Warm--Kiz Harp
More Than you Know--Mildred Bailey
You don't know what Love is--Tony Bennett
-Douglas Catling

IMPOSSIBLE!

You have asked a question which is impossible to
answer. But | will try. When | started taping my favorite
songs over fifty years ago, | kept a list of the songs |
recorded

One day, after extensive recordings, | stopped to
count how many | had done. Well, it was over 1200-all
different and after that, | quit counting. | still play these
tapes, So, to pick just five is near impossible and if | were to
stop and think about it, | would probably continually change
my list.

But here goes, | know | would start my list with
Benny Goodman’s 1938 Carnegie Hall Concert song, “Sing,
Sing, Sing.” To me it is the epitome of the Swing Era with a
great arrangement, fantastic solos and orchestral content.
It's the whole ball of wax. And to think it was recorded with
just one microphone. Harry James, Gene Krupa, Benny and
Jess had wonderful lyrical solos. This song was never again
played as well as it was played that night in January 1938.

Sticking with Benny for the moment, | have always
been entranced with his “Benny Rides Again”. This is a
difficult song to play and the orchestra was magnificent in
carrying the melody. It's no wonder hardly anyone else tried
to play it.

“Stardust” was the love song of generations with
it's sheer poetry in the lyrics by Mitchell Parrish
complementing Hoagy’s memorable melody. | dont
know what more | could say about this haunting song,
but it should rank high on anyone’s list.

A Must for Your Collection!
(Especially if the world is ending!)
Ted Butterman’s Neo-Passé Band
Live At The Village Tavern

2 | .
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Pictured L to R: Russ Phillips, Scott Black, Dave Elias, Ronnie
Baron, Ted Butterman

© 2001 dixieswing.com
CD Baby Price: $15.00
Order now, supplies are limited!

Four rhythm; piano, bass, guitar and drums, and one of four
different world-class horn players on each track.

The over 73 minutes of music includes:

1 When You're Smilin', 2 The One | Love, 3 Sweet Georgia
Brown, 4 China Boy, 5 On The Alamo, 6 | Can't Believe That
You're In Love With Me, 7 After You've Gone, 8 These Foolish
Things, 9 Rosetta, 10 Undecided, 11 Let Yourself Go, 12
Three Little Words, 13 It All Depends On You, 14 Some Of
These Days, 15 Lester Leaps In
www.cdbaby.com for ordering info or Click to See the Neo
Passé Band in Action

“Night and Day, either played by Artie Shaw or
Charlie Barnet or anyone else, in any manner, is a song
that can’t be ruined. | have heard countless recordings of
this song and each has it's own merits. Cole Porter was
a master at song writing.

Lastly, how could anyone leave a song by Glenn
Miller? He had so many big hits, it is difficult and near
impossible to choose just one song. But since | do have
to make a choice, let it be “Serenade in Blue”, a love
song with brilliant lyrics that would certainly thrill anyone
who has ever been in love and lost.

-Joe Carlton

Continued next page....
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Here are some records/tapes | likely will never
cease enjoying-no ho-hummers here!

1. Honky Tonk Train (Blues)-Many good ones but the one
by Chicagoan Mel Henke is my fav.
2. Frenesi- Artie Shaw
3. Theme from “A Summer Place”-Percy Faith
4. Grand Slam-Benny Goodman Sextet
5. Avalon-Benny Goodman Quartet
6. The World is Waiting For The Sunrise-Mel Powell and/or
Jess Stacy.
7. Gentle On My Mind- Many good ones-but forget the
Gospel take.
8. | Know Why (And So Do You)- Glenn Miller, Paula Kelly
and the Modernaires.
9. There Will Never Be Another You.-Nat Cole.
10. Trumpet Blues-Harry James.
-Dick Parker

My list of 5 Ips I'd want to hear tonight if the world
ended tomorrow (in no particular order) would be....

“Soul Message” - Richard “Groove” Holmes
‘We and the Sea” - Tamba 4
“To Our Children’s Children’s Children” - Moody Blues
“ESP” - Miles Davis Quintet
“A FLAT, G FLAT & C” - Yusef Lateef
-Bill Walter

Now me, I'd like to hear something Dixie, probably
a little Al Hirt and Pete Fountain, followed by my big band
favorites, one of the countless versions of “Woodchoppers
Ball” I own by Woody Herman, “Birdland” by Maynard
Ferguson, and that wonderful Bill Reddie arrangement of
“‘Love For Sale” by Buddy Rich. I might, Armageddon
permitting, slip in “Joe Avery Blues,” a killer-diller from Bill
Allred’s Classic Jazz Band and Ronnie Kole’s “RK'’s
Boogie.”

Of course, the world didn’t end in May. Harold said
he miscalculated. It reminds me of that old Henny
Youngman joke about the guy whose doctor gives him six
months to live. He couldn’t pay his bill so the Doc gave him
another six months. The new end of the world date is now
in October. Keep those favs handy...just in case.

-Bob Knack
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Mike’s End of the World Discs...

Like To Get To Know You - Spanky And Our Gang
Mercy, Mercy Me (The Ecology) - Marvin Gaye

All Alone Am | - Brenda Lee

Wichita Lineman - Glen Campbell

The End Of The World - Skeeter Davis

“Just a coincidence that the last one is "The End" or, is it?”

Click here to Listen to the Mike's Forgotten 45's and the
"Stardust Style'

Mike Announces 2011 Summer Schedule:
"ABC Pure Gold" Saturdays at 4pm till dusk CDT
"ABC Stardust" Sundays at 5:30pm till dusk CDT.

Editor's Note: Author and quizmaster Joe Carlton has written an
excellent book, “THE BROWSERS AT LARGE: Phil Holdman's
Tall Tales and True.” This book containing lots of stories by Phil
and other Browsers, along with many, many photos, is still
available. Phil and his cadre of big band experts aired a popular
big band trivia show on the ABC network with Eddie Hubbard for
over twenty years. If interested, please send your check for $17.00
made out to Joe Carlton, 317 Cottage Avenue, Glen Ellyn, IL
60137 and your copy will promptly be mailed to you.

Don’t f owme hawd added audio clips to Ted’s website. Go
to www.dixieswing.com and click on the “radio shows” icon. The
first wave of clips feature Browsers Phil Holdman and Warren
Ketter in rare form recorded on Phil’s birthday. Johnny Macek, our
“Record Collector Extraordinaire” plays a few rarities from his
collection. Our “Eclectic One” Dick Parker follows with tasty
tunes from Cootie Williams and his Rug Cutters, Will Bradley
and his Boogie Boys and more. Finally two clips featuring Perry
Huntoon, an expert on classic jazz as well as big bands. Go to
www.dixieswing.com and click on “radio shows.”

Mission Statement

This newsletter, created by Bob Knack and friends,
remembers The **Browsers on the ABC network and
contains articles for all aficionados of big band, swing and
traditional Jazz worldwide. It is an attempt to fill the void left
when periodicals such as the **Browser’s Notes ceased to
publish. We will concentrate on, but will not be limited to,
fun-to-read articles on the music from “back in the day”.
Letters, articles, suggestions or any help whatsoever is
appreciated. Send inquiries to bobknack@hotmail.com or
PO BOX 495 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60187. B&W printed
copies of past and this current issue are also available in
booklet form for $2.00 each from the above PO Box. Click
here to subscribe to the newsletter

**A Browser is a dedicated devotee of the truly American
art form known as the Big Band. Some years ago, Phil
Holdman, founder, often visited record shops seeking rare
examples of LP’s and 78s to add to his extensive
collection. Here, he also met other collectors who sought
similar discs or tapes. Phil’s wife, Alberta, named the group
“The Browsers” because “they are always browsing in
record shops.”

;AL
“l don’t know anything about running a newspaper; |
just try everything | can think of
-Charles Foster Kane

nd
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Greasy Sack News

We now have Great Escape readers all over the
world. We’ve heard from Australia’s “First Lady of Swing”
Maree Montgomery. She wrote to tell us she has recently
released all her albums on i-Tunes. Check her out at
Mareemontgomery.com. She also has a Facebook page. |
got a particular kick out of her rendition of the theme from
“Peter Gunn”. | never knew there were lyrics to that thing.

Reader Richie Kaye tells us his new CD, Richie
Kaye's Music & Mirth, is doing well. Bill Crow’s review
states that “Their repertoire comes from the great American
songbook, and includes a few seldom-heard gems. Their
music should be an asset at any gathering.”

Seen On The Scene: On June 23, at The
Brookfield Jazz Society, Browser Perry Huntoon presented
a look at the work of Woody Herman's first big band, which
was known as "The Band That Played the Blues." Perry
played some rarities from his collection, including Blue
Prelude and Indian Boogie Woogie (with the Isham Jones
Juniors), Riverbed Blues (with the Woodchoppers), Long
Time No See (with the Andrews Sisters), I'm Coming
Virginia, The Golden Wedding, Blues in the Night, Amen
and Perdido...Walt Andrus vocalizing with piano great
Donn Trenner, July 9 at Goodfellas, 758 State St. New
Haven, Connecticut “Always a delight to perform with Donn
Trenner, says Walt, The food at Goodfellas is GREAT!”
...Judy Roberts returning home to the Chicago area for the
summer; Sundays at Chambers Restaurant with Greg
Fishman.

PS: Don’t forget to visit my new Facebook page.
-Bob Knack

Answers to the quiz...

1. Ray Charles, of the Ray Charles Singers, wrote the lyric
to "Snowfall". He also made the first vocal recording of this
song.

2. Roy Eldridge's favorite gal singers were Billie Holliday
and Anita O'Day. | wonder if he knew Irene Daye?

3. "He Wears A Pair Of Silver Wings" in addition to Kay
Kyser, was also recorded by Alice King with Alvino Rey,
Dinah Shore, Connie Boswell and Kate Smith. Wasn't
Alvino's real name Al McBurney?

4. Bob Eberly replaced Bob Crosby as the Dorsey Brothers
vocalist and later when they split, Bob Eberly went with
Jimmy and on to considerable fame.

5. "Begin The Beguine" never made the Hit Parade.

6. The movie was "Holiday Inn" and the other song
introduced by Bing in that movie, was "White Christmas".
The year was 1942 and has both movie and songs have
remained favorites for all these years.

7. Spike Jones' given name was Lindley Armstrong Jones.
8. Other songs which named places were "Tallahassee",
"Moon Over Miami", "Charleston", "Carolina In The
Morning", "Atlanta, GA", "When It's Darkness On The
Delta", "Chicago" and "Louisana Hayride".

9. Other one word songs written by Johnny Mercer were
"Laura”,  "Bernadine",  "Sluefoot”,  "Skylark" and
"Lazybones".

10. Oddy enough the biggest selling record of "Body and
Soul" was an instrumental by Coleman Hawkins (tenor sax)
in 1940. How could you ever play that song with no vocal?

Reprinted from an earlier Browser’s Notes:
Browserns &
“Why | Liked Harry
James”

by Browser John Macek

My interest in Harry James began in the mid 1940s while
listening to a Coca Cola Spotlight Bands broadcast featuring
Harry James and his orchestra. My recollection is that the band
was playing a swinging version of “Indiana” with Harry playing
a great trumpet solo, and it really grabbed my attention. Soon
after [ began to look for many of his earlier recordings and found
many varieties like “Jefferies Blues,” “Feet Dragging Blues,”
“Jump Town” and so many others. As my collection grew and
the 19505 approached, I began collecting all his L.P.’s on Colum-
bia, Capitol, followed by his great Basie styled band in the 1960s
recording on MGM. Later he recorded on the Dot and Sheffield
labels. There were also many of his broadcasts which appeared
on many small labels and of course, I found those too.

On one occasion in the mid 1950s 1 saw Harry James at the
Aragon Ballroom here in Chicago. As he stepped on stage in
front of the band, a spot light was beamed on him and he played
a gorgeous version of “Ebb Tide.” He appeared in a powder blue
jacket with his golden horn and he was really impressive to
watch.

Throughout the years Harry had so many great singers, Frank
Sinatra, Dick Haymes, Buddy Divito, and the girl simgers were
also great, Helen Forrest, Kitty Kallen and Marion Morgan who
not only was good looking but had a really great voice. She never
had the luck to record any big hits, but she went on to record for
MGM records in later years which I also own. Always wondered
what happened to her.

As most Harry James’ fans know, he continued to lead
swinging bands until his untimely death on July 5°, 1983. Cur-
rently his recordings on many labels appeared on CD, and Dan
Rivard of Sony Records tells me that Harry and also Benny
Goodman continue to sell well. So this should give new hope to
all his fans that we will see further reissues in the near future,

Why do I like Harry James?

He was a fabulous trumpeter with his own style, he had an
outstanding band and made hundreds of great records. “What's

not to like.”
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